A technique to evaluate foot function during the stance phase of gait.
A technique to measure foot function during the stance phase of gait is described. Advantages of the method include its three-dimensional approach with anatomically based segment coordinate systems. This allows variables such as ground reaction forces and center of pressure location to be expressed in a local foot coordinate system, which gives more anatomical meaning to the interpretation of results. Application of the measurement technique to case examples of patients with rheumatoid arthritis demonstrated its ability to discriminate normal from various levels of pathological function. Future studies will utilize this technique to study the impact of pathology and treatment on foot function.